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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

January 2017 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
Dear Friends, 
 

 Happy New Year!  2017 will bring a number of changes for all of us.   
 

 Stephanie Buchenroth, who has been our business manager for the past three years, 
resigned to take a new position working for the Teamsters.  Her last day was December 15th.  That 
left a vacancy that needed to be filled.   
 

 The Personnel Committee, in consultation with the Budget and Finance Committee, and after 
a lot of research and discussion of the pros and cons, hired Ruth & Shearer, CPAs, LLC to handle 
the church’s financial records, bookkeeping and payroll.  The Session approved this action at its 
December meeting.  The contract is for three months.   
 

 Hiring Ruth & Shearer, CPAs, LLC for three months does several things.  First, it is an 
immediate solution to handling our bookkeeping needs.  Stephanie was able to meet with the people 
from the firm and helped give them an overview of our financial records.  Secondly, it helped that the 
person who will be handling our account is familiar with ACS, our database and financial records 
keeping software.  This was a plus in hiring them.  We don’t have to reinvent the wheel or transfer 
our records to some other system.  Thirdly, the three month period will give the Personnel Committee 
and the Session some time to determine how to proceed, whether it will work to have the 
bookkeeping done by an outside firm or whether we need someone in house.  If it is the latter, it will 
give the Personnel Committee time to do a search.  
 
 Obviously, there are pros and cons to hiring an outside firm.  On the one hand, hiring an 
outside firm may save the church some money.  That’s a good thing.  We need to save where ever 
we can.  On the other hand, we/you won’t have the personal attention to which we’ve become 
accustom.  We’re all going to have to learn some new protocol, particularly the church staff.   
 

Here are some of the changes that are happening: 
 

 There will be new office hours.  They will be Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   
 Amy Wilson, Lynn Preston & I will pick up some of the pieces of Stephanie’s job that Ruth 

& Shearer, CPAs, LLC are unable to perform.   
 Lynn Preston will be recording our weekly contributions from our offerings.  She will submit 

the record to Ruth & Shearer, CPAs, LLC who will prepare our quarterly statements.   
 All receipts are to be turned into Lynn, who will in turn submit them to Ruth & Shearer, 
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CPAs, LLC who will record our expenses. 
 All invoices and check requests will be handled by Amy Wilson.  She will collect and 

submit all invoices and check requisition forms to Ruth & Shearer, CPAs, LLC who will 
process the checks and send them back to us to be signed and mailed. 

 Checks will be cut every two weeks.  We won’t be able to cut checks the same day they 
are requested.   

 I will be handling staff timesheets and the personnel file.   
 All interaction with Ruth & Shearer, CPAs, LLC will be done through approved contacts.  

We are limiting contact with them to four people, the chairman of the Budget & Finance 
Committee, currently Preston Miles, Lynn Preston, Amy Wilson and myself.   

 
 We will all need to adapt to these changes.  We hope to make them with as little disruption as  

possible.  We ask for your patience as we learn new protocols.  The Personnel Committee, the 
Budget and Finance Committee and the Session want to assure you that financial records will still be 
confidential, and that they will be good stewards of the funds you entrust to them to do the work of 
Christ.   
 In the end, our goal remains the same, to serve Christ.  Blessings on you in the coming year.   
 
Grace & peace, 
 
Jim 

SESSION REPORT  

 

The Session held its regular monthly meeting on December 13, 2016.  This is a summary of the 
reports received and actions taken at that meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
New Beginnings Program (Charlie Boyd):  On November 15, 2016, 7 members went to a 
presentation on the New Beginnings program, which is designed to help churches examine what 
they are and consider what they want to be.  Those in attendance felt this was something that would 
benefit our church.  After hearing a description of the program and learning that the Presbytery will 
pay half of the $3500 cost, the Session approved a motion that we submit an application to 
participate in the New Beginnings program. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting :  The Session scheduled the annual congregational meeting 
for January 29, 2017. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Budget and Finance (Darren Peckler and Tom Quilligan):  The November Financial Report was 
distributed and reviewed.  Expenditures are about as expected, but revenues to date are well 
behind the budget projections.  The Session approved a recommendation from the committee to 
transfer the remaining $30,000 in the Session Contingency Fund to the current operating 
budget and return any money remaining at the end of 2016 to the Contingency Fund. 
 

Adult Formation (Bill Garriott):  Plans for the spring adult church school classes are nearing 
completion. 
 

Children’s Formation (Laurie Pierce):  Christmas Craft Night was a big success.  The Children’s 
Pageant will be on Sunday, December 18, at the 11:00 service. 
 

Youth Formation (Judith Jia):  On Friday, December 16th, 28 youth and adults will leave for Phelps 
to provide Christmas presents for 13 families. 
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Nominating Committee (Tom Quilligan):  The list of nominations for Elder, Deacon, and members of 
the Nominating Committee, was distributed.  The nominees are:  Katie Banks, Charlie Boyd, Steve 
Messer, AJ Strauch, and Mark Tibbles (Elder); Sara Egge, Joanie Lukins, Fred Marr, and Laura 
Russell (Deacon); and Lois Quilligan and Ann Young (Nominating Committee).  
 

Personnel (Harold McKinney and Liz Orndorff):   The Session approved the committee’s 
recommendation that, because of Stephanie Buchenroth’s resignation, Lynn Preston be 
allowed to sign checks up to $200.  The Session also approved, at their request, the 
designation of a portion Jim Stewart’s and Hannah McIntyre’s compensation as a housing 
allowance.  This was done to satisfy IRS requirements. 
 

Stewardship (Bill Garriott):  We have received 124 pledges totaling about $350,000.  One more letter 
will be sent to the households that have not yet responded.  This will be followed by personal 
contacts if necessary. 
 

Worship and Music (Mark Hoebelheinrich and Rita Bloom): The committee’s planning for Advent has 
been completed.  Jim Stewart noted that the Christmas decorations will be removed on January 3rd. 
 

Report from the Board of Deacons (Nancy Martindale, Deacon Representative): The minutes of the 
November 28 meeting included the following committee reports: 

 Hospitality and Fellowship provided a reception for the Music on Main event. 
 Caregiving reported that the card ministry would be taken over by the Sunday Morning 

Prayer Group.  Home Communion will be served on December 11.  A new class of 
Stephen Ministers will begin training in January.  The November Arnold Tower meal was 
hosted by the deacons.  The Transportation Ministry has assisted 2 people, and will 
continue to advertise its services. 

 

Local Mission (Melanie Thornberry): The committee met on November 15 and completed its review 
and approval of applications for grants from the Deacons’ Aid Fund.   
 

Worldwide Mission (Beth Morgan): The Joy offering will be received on December 18th.  The 
Christmas Gift Market will be continued on December 11th for those who were not in church on the 
4th.  Remaining mission funds will be distributed in December.  The Session approved the 
recommendation of the committee that mission worker Jan Heckler preach at the January 22, 
2017 services. 
 

Bill Garriott 
Assistant Clerk 
 
 
 
SESSION REPORT: CALLED SESSION MEETING 
There was a called meeting of the Session on December 4, 2016 to hear a report from the Personnel 
Committee.  The Session learned that Business and Office Manager Stephanie Buchenroth had 
submitted her resignation effective December 15.  The Personnel Committee, after considering our 
options, recommended that the financial activities of the church be outsourced to Ruth and Shearer, 
CPAS, LLC.  This firm serves Lexington Avenue Baptist Church and is familiar with the ACS software 
we are using.  On the committee’s recommendation, the Session approved the hiring of Ruth and 
Shearer, CPAS, LLC to handle the church’s accounting and payroll services for a three-month 
trial period.  After three months the arrangement will be reviewed by the committee and 
another recommendation will be brought to the Session. 
 

Bill Garriott 
Assistant Clerk 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
ADULT FORMATION—EXPLORERS CLASS (Room 120) 
 

EXPLORERS CLASS:  A new class on gun violence will begin in January.  Look for details coming 
up in the bulletin and the Grain of Salt.  
 

 

 

SUNDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP 
 

Sunday Evening Fellowship will resume on January 8, with activities for all ages.  January is our 
“Month of Mission,” so the children will be serving others in our community.  We will bake cookies 
for Soup’s on Us and deliver the food from the Reverse Advent Calendars to the Salvation Army.   
 
The adults will start off the year by watching two films, Cry Freedom and Romero.  Cry Freedom is 
set in the 1970’s apartheid era South Africa and delves into the ideas of discrimination, political 
corruption, and the repercussions of violence.  Romero is an American biopic depicting the story of 
Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero, who organized peaceful protests against the violent military 
regime, eventually at the cost of his own life.  
 
After the activities, join us for a potluck dinner in Fellowship Hall.  The main dish is provided by a 
different family each week, but please bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share. 
 
 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT 
 

Mark your calendars for Parents Night Out!  On Friday, February 17, and Friday, April 21, drop your 
kids off for a fun evening at church.  We’ll have dinner, watch a movie, do crafts, and play games 
while you have a night out.   
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH 
 

Mark January 8 on your calendar for our next 2nd SUNDAY LUNCH for Centre 
students.  There will be homemade soups  and we ask that Centre affiliated 
members provide salads, sides and desserts. 
 
Let's welcome Centre students back to campus and to our church. We'll gather in Fellowship Hall 
immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 

 

ALL-CHURCH BOWLING NIGHT 
 

 Saturday, January 21, 5:00 pm at Danville Bowlarama 

 Please RSVP to Charlie Boyd @ charlieboyd1@gmail.com 

 Everyone is invited! 
 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS 
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PHELPS 
 

For 37 years, The Presbyterian Church 
of Danville has been in a partnership 
with the Phelps community. This year 
we continued that tradition as the 
youth of PYC traveled to Phelps the 
weekend of December 16-18 to 
partner with Peter Creek Presbyterian 
and Shepherd Memorial. As has been 
the case in previous years we enjoyed 
our time spent in fellowship, in 
conversation, in play, and in Christian 
community.  

 

You helped us bring Christmas joy to 
13 families who received gifts through 
your generosity.  

 
Other exciting news coming out of Phelps is that the two churches have together acquired a large 
warehouse in which they are beginning to set up a food pantry and mission center. This is 
something that they are hoping will 
become a central piece in their outreach to 
their community.  
 

On Saturday, we got the chance to get a 
preview of what that mission will look like 
as we took time to help them sort a large 
assortment of books, organize their food 
shelves, bag up some frozen goods, and 
get a tour of the new facilities. Our youth 
jumped in with both feet - one person 
literally jumping into a large box of books - 
and were able to complete the jobs in 
record time.  
 

The Spirit is certainly moving in the 
community of Phelps and we look forward 
to continuing to partner with them in these 
exciting times.  
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NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS ANNOUNCED 
 

 The church’s Stephen Ministry team is pleased to announce 
the selection of Maureen Beto, Nancy Martindale, A.J. Strauch, and 
Spencer Young as new Stephen Ministers. 

 They will begin their 50 hours of Stephen Ministry training on 
Saturday, January 21. Training will continue through mid-April. 

 We ask that you pray for these new Stephen Ministers as they 
start their training, and thank you for your continued support of 
Stephen Ministry in our church. 

WORLD MISSION 
GRATITUDE OUR RESPONSE TO ADVENT 
 

Becky and Eric Hinderliter send Advent and Christmas greetings from 
Lithuania.   
<https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/
letter/need-show-gratitude>  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
 

On January 22, our church will be privileged to host Jan Heckler and 
Mamiso Rakotomalala, missionaries from Madagascar at our morning 
services.  They will share their information about their educational  work with young girls and the 
goals they strive to achieve.  After the 11:00 a.m. service, there will be a reception and light lunch in 
the fellowship hall which will allow our congregation to meet and informally talk with the 
pair.  Sponsored from the World Mission Committee. 

THE LEGACY FUND NOTEBOOK 
 Today's writing comes from an article in the December 2016 issue of Guideposts written by 
Heather Dennis entitled “The Gift of Hope”. 
 
 I was all of five years old when I asked my dad why he always wrote a note to God and put 
it in the offering plate at church.  Most everybody else put in money.  “That's a check,” he 
explained to me.  “It's just like money.”  “But what's the money for?” I asked.  “To help people do 
God's work,” he replied. 
 
 Maybe my five-year-old self had it right.  A check can be a note to God.  Especially when it 
supports the work God calls us to do. 
 Fortunately we continue to receive checks from those who have gone before us which 
supports the work God calls us to do.  Support others' future by planning now.   
 
Don Porter will be glad to meet with you on Tuesday mornings from 9-12 noon or by appointment.  
859-324-5020 or dwporter2@bellsouth.net. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/need-show-gratitude
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 

January Flower Calendar 
January 1:  No flowers needed  
January 8: 
January 15: 
January 22: 
January 29: 
 
If you would like to provide flowers for the 
sanctuary  please sign up in Fellowship Hall 
or contact the office. 

Nursery Volunteers (9:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.) 
January 1:  Don and Nancy Porter 
January 8:  Kim Ragland 
January 15:  Jean Smith 
January 22:  Robin Voss 
January 29:  Tom Quilligan 
 
Greeter for the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 Tressa Brown 
 
Ushers for the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
John and Lynn Preston 
 
Ushers for the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Ken and Lynn Copp 
  
Elder/Deacon of the Week 
January 1 
10:00:  Tom Quilligan 
January 8 
8:30:  John Preston 
11:00:  Tressa Brown and Scott Scutchfield 
January 15 
8:30:  Katie Banks 
11:00:  Roger Hartner and Lydia Ellis 
January 22 
8:30:  Mark Tibbles 
11:00:  Kim Ragland and Tena Messer 
January 29 
8:30:  Sara Egge 
11:00:  Rita Bloom and Beth Morgan 
 
Lay Readers for 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
January 8:  David Shewmaker 
January 15:  Dale Kihlman 
January 22:  Becky Gash 
January 29:  Hannah McIntyre 
  
Communion Preparers for 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
January 8:  Cole Miller and Jackie Stigall 
January 15:  Joe Schultz 
January 22:  Ed and Denise Rall 
January 29:  Sue Cleveland 
  
Lay Readers for 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
January 1:  Joanie Lukins (10:00 a.m.) 
January 8:  Youth 
January 15:  Dave Ahnquist 
January 22:  Bill Garriott 
January 29:  Nancy Martindale 
 
Communion Servers for January 1, 10:00 a.m. (intinction) 
*Dave Ahnquist, Bill Garriott and Rhonda Green 
 *Preparers:  Jean Harney and Ann Young 
*Indicates head server 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
1st Sunday after Christmas Day 

Isa. 63:7-9; Ps. 148;  
Heb. 2:10-18; Matt. 2:13-23 

 
Sunday, January 8, 2017 

Baptism of the Lord 
Isa. 42:1-9; Ps. 29; Acts 10:34-43;  

Matt 3:15-17 
 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Isa. 49:1-7; Ps. 40:1-11; 1 Cor. 1:1-9; 
John 1:29-42 

 
Sunday, January 22, 2017 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Isa. 9:1-4; Ps. 27:1, 4-9; 1 Cor. 1:10-18; 
Matt. 4:12-23 

 
Sunday, January 29, 2017 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8; Ps. 15; 1 Cor. 1:18-31; 
 Matt 5:1-12 
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THE	PRESBYTERIAN	CHURCH	
500	West	Main	Street	
Danville,	KY	40422	
	
Email:			church@presbydan.org	
Website:			www.presbydan.org	
Church:		859‐236‐6692	
Fax:								859‐236‐6360	

Jim	Stewart:			jstewart@presbydan.org	
Hannah	McIntyre:			hannah@presbydan.org	
Zach	Klobnak:			zach@presbydan.org	
Lynn	Preston:			church@presbydan.org	
Tim	Shelton:			shelton@presbydan.org	
Amy	Wilson:			amyw@presbydan.org	
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